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“If people remember me as a good teacher that would be the biggest honor for me.”

A.P.J.Abdul Kalam

Education’s goal should be creating informed citizens. One way this goal will be accom-

plished is through teachers instilling curiosity and enthusiasm for economics and instructing

students on how to utilize economic analysis to evaluate current issues and policies. I maintain

a strong commitment to teaching economics, not only because I enjoy and love doing it, but

also because I bring ten years of experience and want to continue my role preparing the next

generation to shape a better society.

When instructing students, I begin every session with a question related to current economic

policies and encourage them to brainstorm and confidently share their views with the class.

Then, without giving an answer, I challenge them to provide a response at the end of the class.

I found this to be an inspiring way to engage students at the beginning of the class and naturally

attract their attention toward the models and theories that might seem boring. Teaching has

strongly reinforced to me that students learn best in an active learning environment where

they can work effectively with their classmates to solve problems. To promote this type of

environment, I frequently set aside the last portion of class for students to work in groups to

answer the question they were asked at the beginning. Watching my students work together to

solve problems brings me a sense of joy I carry with me throughout the week.

For example, when I explain the concept of price elasticity and total revenue in an intro-

ductory course, I ask students, “does drug interdiction (like a national border wall) increase or

decrease drug-related crime?” I expect that at the end of the class they provide an explanation

for this question by implementing the concept of an inelastic demand and raise in total revenue

due to an increase in price. Then I explain with a simple model of supply and demand that

pursuing a policy of drug education can decrease both drug use and drug-related crimes.

In order to further promote learning outside of the classroom, I make myself available to

students and commit to responding quickly to student emails. I provide both traditional and

online office hours to my students via video conferencing using Google Hangout. In addition, I
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arrive early to every class to learn about students’ interests, concerns, and suggestions regarding

the course. Afterwards, I incorporate materials related to their feedback into my teaching.

When the students see the applications of economics in the subjects they are interested in, they

are more willing to engage with the material.

I believe that research and teaching are complementary and it is beneficial to share aspects of

my research in my undergraduate classes. This has always been advantageous for both me and

my students. For instance, when I explain Kuznets’ hypothesis in my economic development

class, I provide evidence from my own research on this topic. When students see the timeliness

and current practicality of theories and models through my current work, it modernizes concepts

that may otherwise seem distant. Additionally, through teaching my research to my undergrad

students, I ensure that I can confidently disseminate my findings in simplified and concrete

ways.

I feel personally successful as a teacher when I encourage participation from quieter students.

I do my best to make them feel comfortable and give them the confidence to ask questions and

participate in class. I was honored by a student who switched to economics as her major after

taking one of my microeconomics principle classes. Her grades were not very strong at the

beginning of the course. However, I encouraged her to participate and was pleased to see her

performance improve. Next semester she took my intermediate microeconomics class and did

outstanding in the course.

Throughout my teaching career, I have had the opportunity to teach a broad range of

courses, including the principles of macroeconomics and microeconomics, intermediate microe-

conomics, economic development, money and banking, international economics, and statistics.

I have been awarded two prizes for my performance as an instructor, most recently the Ho-

lahan Prize for Outstanding Teaching in 2017. However, I consider teaching to be an area

of self-improvement. I collect feedback throughout the course and continuously evaluate my

performance. I constantly seek ways to improve my teaching, for instance by attending peda-

gogy workshops and reading relevant books and literature. Teaching has been one of the most

rewarding experiences in my life. I look forward to continuing my journey as an educator and

know that, “if people remember me as a good teacher that would be the biggest honor for me.”
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